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These two words carry the heart of what it means 
to be Christians and are embedded deeply in our 

Presbyterian heritage.
In our “Way Forward” conversations and discovery we 

have searched for a way to say that we are particularly 
Christian, guided by the Scripture, in relationship with 
Jesus, and empowered by the Spirit and then describe 
what is unique about Emmanuel Presbyterian Church.  
Though we haven’t honed the wording yet (the above is 
a bit too long for an elevator speech!), We have come to 
some ways of talking about our collective experience as a 
community of Jesus.

The overarching characteristic of those who carry the 
mission of the congregation is: We have experienced the 
Grace of Jesus.  Now we can spend hours unpacking and 
a lifetime of reading in the Scriptures what grace means.  
First and foremost, grace is an undeserved gift.  It is the 

root word in Greek for charis-
matic, one who has a magnetic 
personality as a gift.  In religious 
worlds, a charismatic person 
is one who has demonstrated 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit in 
their life.  As a good Reformed 
theologian, I believe that all 
Christians are charismatic, because the Spirit dwells in 
all who follow Jesus.  If we were to unpack grace a little 
bit more, we would see that it is tied up in words like 
“mercy”, “forgiveness”, “love”, “a new start”, “made clean”,  
and more.  That these things have been given to all God’s 
people even though we don’t deserve them.  We receive 
grace, God’s undeserved gifts, when we encounter the 
Living Word, Jesus.
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Grace and Gratitude

Camp Joy: Why an Art and Science Camp and 
not a Traditional VBS?!

This is the third year of Camp Joy and yet it still feels like a new concept to many 
of us after so many years of successful Vacation Bible School (VBS) curriculums 

at Emmanuel. Our church leadership and the Children’s Ministry Team are passionate 
about what a program like Camp Joy can accomplish and inspire beyond VBS. As we 
enter the last weeks of preparation for this year’s camp, the pastors shared their excite-
ment about Camp Joy, and thoughts on why it’s different and why it’s a great choice for 
our church.
“Vacation Bible School has been a tradition at all the congregations I’ve served over the 
years, and even the ones I haven’t, said Craig. I was so impressed when I came to  
Emmanuel with the creativity of our Children’s Ministry Team. One was the willing-
ness not to do the pre-packaged stuff every other church is using. Kids can become  

serial VBS goers as a form of childcare. Second was the emphasis of removing the names “school”,“ Bible,” and “vaca-
tion.”  Camp Joy is intended to engage kids in learning about God’s world. The key is to make it accessible to those 
both in and outside church culture. To name it “Bible school” means it is only for those who are insiders to our cul-
ture. And the last thing kids want in the summer is more school! Everyone who comes will get to know the Bible and 
Jesus better through song, and group activities, and prayers, without it being exclusionary. Do you know some kids 
who want to have a good time and learn about the world? Then this is for them. Plus, they will get to know the God 
behind it all!”
                                                                                                                                                                  Continued on Page 3
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CARP 2017: Registration Begins June 25
Our Annual CARP Weekend will be held on 

September 15-17 at Carpinteria State Beach. 
Sign-ups begin after services on Sunday, June 25. There 
are plenty of campsites available. Registration and 
camping fees will be collected at the sign-up table.

Guest speaker for the weekend, Jon Byron, will speak 
at 9am on Saturday morning at the ramada (covered 
picnic area near the parking), around 6:45pm that night 
at the Campfire Center Amphitheater and again Sunday 
morning at the Amphitheater for the 9:30am service. 
Breakfast will be provided on Saturday and Sunday 
morning by the CARP team, and dinner on Saturday 
night will be street tacos (choice of beef, chicken or 
pork), quesadillas, rice, pinto beans, salsa and chips 
from Tacos Don Roge on Linden Ave. in Carpinteria. 
Additional activities on Saturday include surfing and 
tamales at the east end of the beach.

Jon Byron is a gifted conference and retreat speaker, 
singer/songwriter and spiritual director who is able 
to combine gentle humor, strong Biblical content and 
practical application into challenging messages. He 
served for nine years as Pastor of Spiritual Direction 
on the staff at Big Valley Grace Community Church 
in Modesto, CA. He also has ministered nationally 
and internationally through concerts, teaching, 

evangelizing, and 
spiritual direction. 
He has written and 
produced several 
recordings including 
his most recent, “All  
I Really Need.”      

Among his other 
activities he is a 
founding member 
of The Leadership 
Institute and 
presently serves 
on the faculty. Jon 
travels and ministers 
on behalf of Press Pause Ministries encouraging 
individuals and groups to pause and experience God’s 
transforming presence. He says of himself, “I’m learning 
each day the necessity and joy of pressing pause to 
create space in my life to experience the Lord.”

Jon is a graduate of Fuller Theological Seminary and 
the Monastery of the Risen Christ School for Spiritual 
Directors. He is married to Francie and they have three 
children and seven grandchildren.

                                                                                  

Deacons’ Corner: Volunteering Backbone of Church 

The Deacons ministry is serving and caring for the church body in various ways; however, the 15 people on 
the Deacon board cannot do it by themselves.  They need help in carrying out their mission.  Just as we are 

all the priesthood of believers, and therefore priests to one another, we are all called to help our fellow church  
members, indeed our fellow human beings wherever we may encounter them.  Just as the original Deacons of the 
church did not serve the church body alone, they invited others to join them in their ministry, the current Dea-
cons would like to call upon the church body to walk alongside them in their ministry so that we can all serve one 
another, just as Jesus and his disciples did.

There are many ways to get involved. The official Deacon Ministries include the following:
•	 Hospitality	 	 	 	 	 	 	 •	 Memorial	Service	Receptions
•	 Communion	for	Shut-Ins	(Ordained	Elders	and	Deacons	only)	 •	 Senior	Concerns
•	 Cards	of	encouragement,	prayer,	sympathy	&	support	 	 •	 Meals
•	 Transportation	 	 	 	 	 	 	 •	 Emergency	Support/Needs

If you are interested in helping out in any of these ministries, please fill out the Deacon Ministries Volunteer 
Support 2017-2018 form and return it to the church office, or contact any deacon.  The forms are available at the 
Connection Center and in the church office.  

The Deacons would also like to thank the many volunteers currently helping them in the various areas listed 
above.  Without these volunteers, these ministries would not be possible.  So, for those who may not currently be 
involved, but are looking for a way to serve, prayerfully consider the opportunities listed above and walk beside the 
Deacons in caring for your fellow church members.  Thank you and blessings to all.
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Camp Joy - Continued from Page 1 
David added, “Camp Joy affirms God as creator 

of art and science and that we get to play in God’s 
kingdom. Camp Joy is an attempt to bridge relationships 
with those inside and out of the church through 
God’s creation rather than keep offering something 
only appealing to insiders of church culture. We 
are attempting faithfulness to Jesus’ call to love our 
neighbor.”

This Year’s Themes & Activities 
This year, we focus on the joy that can be found 

in paying attention to the big picture, with lots of 
conversation and practice in working together and 
valuing each other. Daily themes build on this focus of 
finding joy around us and working together: Monday—  
There are good things happening all around us;  
Tuesday—  Each person is an important part of the big 
picture; Wednesday— Because we are all different, good 
things happen when we work together; and  
Thursday— When we see the big picture instead of 
focusing on ourselves, we can have fun!

Each morning, campers gather in the sanctuary for 
exciting, large-scale science experiments, skits with fun 
characters, and music. The kids then rotate in groups 
by age through stations for science, art and games. The 

science lab and art studio will be buzzing with activity 
as we focus on engineering (levers, gears and chain 
reactions) and color theory (murals and Andy Warhol 
style self portraits). Among other activities, kids will 
build a giant Rube Goldburg machine and create a mural 
for our playground area. 

In addition, on Friday, July 14, the families of campers 
are invited to an overnight stay on the front lawn of 
the church beginning at 7pm, with breakfast together 
on Saturday morning. And, on Sunday, July 16, there 
will be a special worship service at 10am on the lawn 
to celebrate Camp Joy and welcome the campers, their 
families and our local community to Emmanuel. 

Sign Up Online or in the Church Office
Camp Joy is for kids entering transitional kindergarten 

through 5th grade. The camp runs Monday through 
Thursday, July 10–13 from 9am–12:30pm. Cost for the 
four days of camp and Friday campout is $30 per family 
for one child, $50 for two children, and $60 for three or 
more children. All children must be accompanied and 
supervised by a parent for the campout. A registration 
form is available at the church office or online at  
www.epconline.org.

Grace and Gratitude - Continued from Page 1
Christians talk about grace all the time.  For some, 

grace is followed by a “therefore” that is anything but 
gracious.  The next words end up being you must, you 
should and you ought.  You’ve been given grace, now get 
to work.  Show you appreciate it.  Earn it.  They may not 
say it, but that’s how it comes across.

For our part of the family, as Presbyterians, we have 
a different way of talking about a response to grace and 
it is thankfulness, or to be alliterative, gratitude.  We 
believe it is a natural response to an overwhelming 
experience.  If grace is truly experienced and known, 
then our lives overflow with gratitude.  There is no 
ought or should, but simply thanks.  We don’t twist 
arms or create guilt induced moments in worship (or we 

shouldn’t!) when it comes to offerings.  Why?  Because 
we are a thankful and grateful people for all God has 
done.

Try this: think of how you have experienced God’s 
grace, the gifts of Jesus’ sacrifice and love.  Then ask what 
would be an appropriate way to express my gratitude in 
this moment?  If we do this our perspectives will change.  
We will become more like Jesus, who endured the cross, 
in grateful response to God’s love.  Let’s align ourselves 
around Jesus and his character.

Faithfully yours,

Craig

Senior Salad Luncheon - Weds. June 21, Noon, Fireside Room -  
Alan Kay Speaks about the Reagan Library

http://www.epconline.org


6/11        Zambia Mission Team
                Commisioned in both
                Services

6/12-28  Zambia Mission Trip

6/18        Father’s Day

6/18-24  Middle School Camp
                Forest Home

6/21        Senior Salad Luncheon
                Alan Kay Talks about the
                Reagan Library
                Noon, Fireside Room

6/25        Carp Retreat Sign-Ups
                On the Patio after both
                Services
         
Coming in July

7/4          Happy 4th of July!
                Office Closed

7/10-13  Camp Joy!
                EPC Campus
                9am-12:30pm

7/14-15  Camp Joy Campout 
                on Front Lawn

7/16        One Combined Service
                10am, Front Lawn

7/20-23   Youth Mission Trip
                Mexico

7/23  Classical Concert
  featuring EPC’s own  
  Daniel Manoiu &
                Friends
                5pm, Sanctuary

7/30-8/4  Sr. High Youth Camp
                 Forest Home 

Groups Meeting at EPC
Women’s Bible Study 

Wednesdays at 10am, Room 6
Does Not Meet - July 5th or 12th

Men’s Bible Study
Fridays at 6:30am, Youth Room

MOPS & Mom’s Next - Mother’s of 
Preschoolers & Elementary age,  

2nd	&	4th	Wednesdays	-	Returns	in	Fall
MOTS - Moms of Teens & Beyond, 

1st	&	3rd	Wednesdays-12pm,	Youth	Rm
ROMEOS - (Retired older men  
eating out), Thursdays 8am at 

the Newbury Park IHOP

Emmanuel’s Fire Camp 13 
Christmas project has reached the 

confines of San Quentin Prison! The 
May issue of their paper was recently 
sent to the Ministry from an inmate 
and the article in the paper reads as 
follows:

Firefighters receive more 
than praise from local 
ministry

Female inmates working at a Malibu 
fire camp annually receive donated 
gift bags from a local prison ministry. 
Members of

Emmanuel Presbyterian Church in 
Thousand Oaks collect cosmetic and 
hygiene items, candy, snacks and other 
available treats and necessities for 
the women year-round, according to 
a Thousand Oaks ACORN article by 
Becca Whitnall.

Each winter, the gift packages are 
put together and given to the 100 
or so women serving out the tail-
end of their sentences at Malibu 
Conservation Camp 13. “It’s a way 
to thank the women for what they’re 
doing”, Bob Fitch, a founding member 
of Emmanuel’s prison ministry, told 
Whitnall. The prison ministry was 
formed over 20 years ago when a past 
employee of Fitch’s was convicted of 
murdering her husband.

Fitch believes the woman was 
wrongly convicted  He and his wife 
regularly visited her at the California 
Institution for Women (CIW) and 
asked church members to pray for her. 
During their visits, the Fitches also 

met and spoke with other prisoners.
Most notably among these was 

Gloria Killian, a former law school 
student convicted of murder. After 
16 years of incarceration, Killian 
was eventually exonerated of her 
conviction, the article reported. 
Once vindicated, she began an action 
committee at the prison that, besides 
its other functions, initiated a gift bag 
program for prisoners. “Our gift bags 
are a break off of Gloria’s program”, 
Fitch said. “They were providing for 
so many prisons that we agreed to put 
together bags for Fire Camp 13”.

The 100 or so woman at the camp 
are on call 24/7 to provide assistance 
in suppressing wildfires. “They 
have earned the right through good 
behavior to finish out the remainder 
of their sentences there”, explained Bill 
Sessa, a spokesman for the California 
Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation’s fire camps program, 
to reporter Whitnall. “They work in 
crews of about 12 to 14 women and 
start with a chain saw” said Serra. 
“Often they have to hike into back 
country with 60 or 70 pounds on their 
backs before they even get to the fire 
line”.

When women inmates ask why the 
church members do this, Fitch the 
answer is easy,” We’re doing it because 
the Bible tells us to”. He added, “Also, 
these women are human beings who 
have made a terrible mistake early in 
their lives, but now are making amends 
somehow for the past. We want to help 
them with that”.

News from Prison Ministry

Youth Ministry Scholarships
This summer, the Youth Group will be going on a total of three trips. This can 

be very costly for our young families, so we are always looking for people who 
would like to contribute to scholarships to help the students with costs. If you are 
interested in supporting a student, there are many ways in which you can give a 
donation. Please contact Jared, our Youth Director or Sharon Lounsberry in the 
church office. Thank you for your consideration.


